[A case of advanced esophageal cancer showing good partial response by combination therapy of low dose 5-FU and low dose CDDP].
A 66-year-old man with a complaint of dysphagia was diagnosed as advanced esophageal cancer. Barium swallow examination of the esophagus showed a narrowing 10 cm in length at Ei (type 3), and biopsy specimen from the lesion on endoscopic examination revealed adenosquamous carcinoma. Multiple lymph node metastasis were detected by CT scan. He was treated with a combination of low dose 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) and low dose cisplatin (CDDP). The regimen consisted of 5-FU (300 mg/body/day continuous infusion) and CDDP (10 mg/body/day continuous infusion) for 3 weeks. After 2 courses of this regimen, his symptoms disappeared, and only mild irregularity of the esophageal wall remained on Barium swallow examination. The effect of the therapy was evaluated as a partial response. No side effect was observed. From this case, the possibility that CDDP is able to function as a biochemical modulator for 5-FU was suggested.